the students to fill in the "fine print." He advocated the principle that the lecturer's objective was to "turn the student on" and thereby create the desire to learn. Perhaps the most important aspect of his speaking was that he enjoyed it. For example, he was delighted to give a high school graduation address in a small town in the interior. He always wished to preach a sermon but never had the opportunity (one suspects that the congregation would never have been the same).
As a writer and editor he possessed the enviable ability to cut through the verbiage of the first draft. He would read it, say, "Now, what are you trying to say?" and suddenly half the words would disappear and the idea would stand out clearly. He delighted in the discovery of little-used words, and we used to play a game of trying to slip one of these "unscientific" words past editors. Once we managed to introduce "perforce" into the columns of the Journal of Histochemistry and Cytochemistry. "Winnowing" was submitted for publication before he died, but we never had the opportunity to use "wimpling."
Charles 1 (1975) ; volume 2 (1976), S. S. Raphael editor; Saunders). Of these works the most famous, and justly so, is the Handbook of Histopathological Technique. This text, so familiar to many laboratories, went through two further editions. Charles was actively engaged in producing a fourth when he died. The Handbook is clear and concise and investigators and technologists in many countries have benefited from its sage and practical advice. Charles was proud of the fact that he knew, from personal experience, that all the procedures were feasible and gave the results described. This book will remain a lasting tribute to his qualities as a histochemist.
As a scientist Charles Culling had catholic tastes. He was fascinated by ideas and was always ready to try something new. On the other hand, he was always sensitive to the possible diagnostic significance of histochemical procedures, as in his studies of tumors (10, 12) and the thioflavine-T method for amyloid (25) . He had the ability to make one think by asking seemingly innocent questions of the "why can't you do" variety. Several hours (or days) later such ingenuous enquiries would generate a new experiment. He also delighted in quoting "his professor" to the effect that the important experiment is the one that gives the unexpected result. It was such an experiment that started us on the studies that led to the demonstration of O-acylated sialic acids in colonic epithelial glycoproteins and to the development of histochemical and chemical methods for their identification and analysis (5, 6, 8, 9, 11, (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) (22) (23) . The studies of these acids and their relation to gastrointestinal disease (5, 10, (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) 24) have occupied us for the last twelve years and were probably the most productive investigations of Charles' career.
One of his greatest strengths as a scientist was his technical expertise, his ability to perform experiments and transfer theoretical concepts, such as the original PBT/KOH/PAS and PAT/KOH/PAS procedures (11, 17) , into the practical reality of a stained section. Indeed, his early papers were concerned with various aspects of technique (1-4,6,7) . He believed it was essential that he could do any procedure that his assistants could do and that if an investigator lost this ability he was in danger of losing control of his research.
As a man, Charles Culling was characterized by great energy and guts. (He chaired the final local organizational meeting for the First Joint Meeting of the American and Japanese Histochemical Societies on the day he died.) He was an able politician, adept with both the rapier and the bludgeon, but he used his skills with humanity and justice and an appreciation of the position of the underdog. He was an active and influential member of the University of British Columbia Faculty Association and devoted a large part of the last year of his life to its presidency. Many of the faculty at the university have reason to thank him for his efforts. He brought with him to Canada his interest in the world outside science, serving the YMCA and the Juvenile Soccer Association with tireless enthusiasm, and was an officer in the Royal Canadian Air Force Reserve. He was a good man and a good friend, who will be difficult to replace.
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